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What we’ll cover

• Color Coding
• Tools
• Edit
• Publish - charts and reports
• Places
• Sources



Color Coding
Color code descendants of an individual or ancestors of an 
individual or separate maternal and paternal lines.

Current version of Family Tree Maker shows existing but cannot add 
new. They are aware of the problem. 



Tools Workspace – Maintain, Clean 
Up, and Enhance
• Compact File: Streamline and speed up your tree
• Smart Filters: Focus on specific people (e.g. 

ancestors from one town)
• Relationship Filter

• Find and Replace: Correct repeated details safely
• Branch Export & Merge: Share parts of your tree or 

combine with relatives’ work
• Turn Back Time: Undo up to 5,000 changes if 

something goes wrong

https://support.mackiev.com/450867-Undoing-Recent-Changes-in-FTM-2024


Tools

• Calculate dates based on what you know
• See the relationship between any two 

people in your tree
• Access various settings to customize how 

Family Tree Maker displays data, manages 
media, and handles sources, allowing you 
to tailor your research experience

• Compact File: Clean up and optimize your 
family tree file to fix errors and reduce file 
size, helping the software run more 
smoothly and preventing data loss.

• Resolve Duplicate Individuals: Identify and 
merge duplicate people in your tree, 
streamlining your research and maintaining 
accuracy in your records.



Edit



Manage Historical Facts



• Create customized charts and narrative reports
• Combine charts, photos, and stories into one book
• Use the Book function for print or digital family 

albums
• Adjust layouts, colors, and fonts to add personality
• Add photos, videos, and audio using AlbumWalk for 

storytelling
• Generate migration or timeline charts from your 

data

Publish Workspace – Share and Preserve 
Your Tree



Publish Workspace

Pick the type of chart or report and see the 
options. Make sure you have the starting person 
for the chart as your “Home Person”



Places Workspace - Visualizing 
Ancestors’ Journeys
• Verify location names using the built-in place 

database
• Spot data errors—flag missing or inconsistent 

place entries
• View all ancestral events on an interactive 

global map
• Use Enhanced Map View to trace migration 

patterns across generations
• Export maps to share visually in reports or 

PowerPoint slides



Places

View places by person or place, and then by city, 



Places - by person view



Media Workspace – Organize 
Family Photos and Documents
• Consider FTM as central hub for all photos, 

census pages, and documents
• Tag images to people, events, and sources for 

easy finding later
• Rename files with clear descriptions like 

“John_Smith_1900_Census.jpg”
• Create slideshows with photos and music 

using AlbumWalk
• Store and back up media automatically with 

TreeVault



Media

Organized by All, Photos, Stories



Photos - by Story



Sources Workspace – Strengthen 
Accuracy and Credibility
• Create detailed source citations for every fact
• Use citation templates for common record 

types
• Attach scanned records or media directly to 

each citation
• Review the Source tab to see where each fact 

came from
• Encourage “no fact without a source” as a 

genealogy best practice



Sources by Source Title

View by Source Title



Sources by Person Name



Sources by Repository



Bringing it Altogether

• Link sources, media, and places for a 
complete ancestor story

• Experiment with charts and filters for new 
insights

• Regularly back up using TreeVault or external 
drives

• Sync changes with Ancestry to keep research 
up to date



Q&A
Feel free to contact us. 

Hope N. Tillman
http://www.hopetillman.com/genealogy
http://www.tillmangenealogy.org
hope@hopetillman.com

Walt Howe
http://www.howegenealogy.org
walt@walthowe.com

Slides can be found at http://www.hopetillman.com/sandbox.php

http://www.hopetillman.com/genealogy
http://www.tillmangenealogy.org/
mailto:hope@hopetillman.com
http://www.howegenealogy.org/
mailto:walt@walthowe.com
http://www.hopetillman.com/sandbox.php

